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feneral Counsel
Dirsotor of Commmilcations

Personzl Lisbility of Agency Employees Operating Government-
owned Vahicles

1. The Engineering Division of the Office of Commmicatlons
currently has a group of techmicsl persomnel engsged in the mainte-
nance of elsctronic and mechanical devices used by, or under the
cognizance of, CIA Activities in the aress noted below:

&. Distriet of Colurmdble
b. Meryland

¢. Virginis

4. West Virginie

e. Penasylvania

2. This technician group operates on an "on-call" basis, being
responsible for effecting necessary waintenance twenty-four hours a
day, seven dsys & week. These men are licensed by the Agency to drive
Government vehicles, and becuase of the nature of their duties, sev-
eral individusls have vehicles assigned directly to them.

3, The recent chenges in the District of Columbis Automobile
Liability Laws have brought to the fore questions which are of some
econcarn to both this Office and to the Division personnel responsible
for the use of Governmwent-owned vehicles on Agency bueiness. Specifi-
cally, the questions of most conecern aret

a. ¥What personsl lisbility does an Agency smployee assume
where, opersting a Government-owned vehicle in the line of duty,
be is involved in an accident resulting in personal and/for

property damage?

b. To what extent is an Agency employee required to
post a bond, and/or other proof of finmancial responsitility,
in the svent that such an esployee is involved in an accident
resulting in personal or property damage?

¢. Where Agency smployees are responsible for the opera-
tion of Government-owned vehicles in the performance of their
duty, sre such employees required, or should they be advised,
1o procure personal insurance to cover any lisbilities they mey
inocur as & result of accidents?
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4, In those cages where Agency emplcyees ere reguived,
or sdvised, to post persomsl bomds, or scquire personal
1iadility insursnce, to what extent does the Agemcy besr the
costs of such dends or imsuramce?

k. It would be sppreciated if you would undertake %o sdvise

this Office om the above problems, with particulsr reference to the

legal situstion epplieable in the District of Colusbis sad the
States named.
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